This experiment was carried out to investigate the effect of Siam Weed (chloromelena odorata) on the heamatology of Clarias gariepinus juvenile. A total of one hundred and fifty (150) juvenile of Clarias gariepinus were randomly assigned to different concentrations of C. odorata leave aqueous extract in a completely randomize design (CRD). The concentrations were 50mg/l, 100mg/l, 150mg/l, 200mg/l. Distilled water (0.00 mg/l) was used as the control. The fish exhibited stressful behavior which was higher as the concentration of Chromolaena odorata leave extract increased. There was a gradual decrease with time until a state of calmness, which was subsequently followed by death. The effect on 96hr exposed period was recorded and blood samples collected at 24hr and 96hr interval. Result on hematological parameters revealed significant difference (P<0.05) among treatments with increase in exposure time for all the blood parameters. C. odorata at increased concentrations affected the behavior and hematology of C.
Introduction metomidate, benzocaine, tricaine, methanesulphonate (MS-222), 2-phenoxylethanol and quinaldine (Massee et al. 1995; Palić et al. 2006) . Regardless of the agent, the process of anaesthesia in fish develops in a similar way and runs in a progressive pattern.
Fish anaesthetics have positive effects on fish during transportation (Berka 1986) , and handling or during surgical procedures (Marking and Meyer 1985) . Selecting a suitable anesthetic depends mainly on its effectiveness in immobilizing fish with good recovery rates (Berka et al. 1986 ).
The efficacy of aqueous extracts of some plants such as avocado pear as anaesthetic was been reported by Adebayo et al. (2010) . Clove oil was used as anaesthetic on different species of fish (Taylor and Roberts 1999) . Similarly, the effectiveness of mistletoe extract as anaesthetic was reported by Popoola et al. (2008) .
In recent years there is preference for safe and environmentally friendly piscicides of plant origin than synthetic piscicides for catching fish and clearing pond. This is because ichthvotoxins are less expensive, biodegradable, readily available, easy to handle and save for mankind and the environment (Singh et al. 2010) . The deliberate introduction of these plants extract in the aquatic ecosystems could eventually lead to physiological stress in aquatic organisms and ultimately 
Collection, Indentification and Preparation of the plant
Chromolaena odorata leaves sample was collected from the wild at Abakaliki and was identified by a botanist from the Department of Agriculture, Federal University Ndufu Alike Ikwo, Ebonyi
State, Nigeria (Plate 1). Samples of Chromolaena odorata leaves were washed and shade-dried.
It was then pulverised using mechanical blender. Precisely 100 grams of the fine powdered C.
odorata was weighed using a weighing balance. The weighed sample was soaked in 200mls of distilled water contained in a conical flask and swirled. After 48hours, with interval stirring, the mixture was filtered using Whatman No.1 filter paper into a clean beaker. Extracts obtained was . CC-BY-NC-ND 4.0 International license peer-reviewed) is the author/funder. It is made available under a The copyright holder for this preprint (which was not . http://dx.doi.org/10.1101/181164 doi: bioRxiv preprint first posted online Aug. 26, 2017;  filtered with a membrane filter of pore size 0.45ul to obtain a sterile extract, the filtered extract was centrifuged using centrifugal machine and stored in an air-tight bottle at 4°C.
Range-Finding
A preliminary (range-finding) test as describe by Rahman et al. (2005) was conducted to determine the main experimental concentrations for the C. odorata leaves extract. The main experimental concentrations for the extract were determined based on 0-100% of C. gariepinus in 24hours.
Experimental design
Total of 150 Clarias gariepinus juvenile were randomly assigned to five treatments with each treatment containing ten fish. Each treatment was replicated three times in a completely randomized design (CRD). A total of 15 plastic aquaria tanks (2m x 1.5m x 1m) were used for the experiment. Concentrations of 0.00, 50, 100, 150 and 200ml/l of aqueous extracts of C. odorata known as treatments were prepared by weighing the aqueous extract and mixing it with cold water. Temperature and pH were determined at the start of the experiment and maintained optimal levels. The fish were exposed to 0.4 g (96 hr LC50) for 4 days (Okorie et al.1992 ) of the aqueous extract of Chromolaena odorata. A set of 10 fish were also simultaneously maintained in distilled water (0.00 mg/l) as the control each time the test was repeated.
Collection of blood for Analysis
At the end of day 24 and 96hr, two fish from each treatment were randomly taken for collection of blood. Holding the fish firmly, the operculum was lifted and blood collected by puncturing the cardiac into EDTA containers for determining haematological parameters.
Haematological Analysis
.
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Water quality parameters
Water quality parameters such as temperature, dissolved oxygen and pH of the experimental tank water were determined using water quality kit (Pro. Kit, Flourida).
Statistical Analysis
The probit method of Finney (1971) was applied to estimate the 96 hour LC50. Results were reported as mean ± standard error (SE) where appropriate. Mean values were compared with one-way analysis of variance (ANOVA) and considerable variations amongst sets were determined by Ducan multiple range test using SPSS for windows version 20. The degree of significant was set at P<0.05.
Result

Water parameter
Mean values of water quality parameters for the different concentrations of C. odorata leaves extract and control media to which the test fish C. gariepinus were exposed over the 96hour exposure period are presented in Table 1 .Mean values of the water temperature were not significantly (ܲ 0.05) affected by the concentrations of C. odorata leaves extract. On the other hand, pH and dissolved oxygen significantly (ܲ<0.05) decreased as the concentrations of C. odorata leaves extract increased.
Toxicity Bioassay (Mortality Response)
Mortality in the three replicate of C. odorata leave extract concentrations at 96hr period varied significantly (P<0.05) in all the treatments and increased with increase in concentration ( Table   . CC The copyright holder for this preprint (which was not . http://dx.doi.org/10.1101/181164 doi: bioRxiv preprint first posted online Aug. 26, 2017;  
